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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . An apparatus comprising: 
control circuitry; 

interface circuitry, coupled to the control circuitry, for at least transmitting information 
from the control circuitry, via a medium to a displaced location; 

a first sensor of incident radiant energy coupled to the control circuitry, the control 
circuitry coupling incoming signals from the sensor to the interface circuitry to be forwarded via 
the medium. 

2. An apparatus as in Claim 1 with the sensor responsive to incident infrared-type 

signals. 

3. An apparatus as in Claim 1 which includes a second, ambient condition sensor. 

4. An apparatus as in Claim 3 where the ambient condition sensor comprises at least 
one of a smoke sensor, a flame sensor, a thermal sensor, or a gas sensor. 

5. An apparatus as in Claim 4 with the sensor of radiant energy responsive to infra- 
red signals. 

6. An apparatus as in Claim 1 where the medium comprises at least one of a wired 
medium or a wireless medium. 

7. An apparatus as in Claim 1 which includes a housing which carries the control 
circuitry, the interface circuitry and the sensor. 

8. An apparatus as in Claim 4 which includes a housing which carries the control 
circuitry, the interface circuitry and the at least one sensor. 
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9. An apparatus as in Claim 8 which includes a separate, manually manipulatable 
source of radiant energy directable at the first sensor. 

10. A communications method comprising: 
establishing a plurality of spaced apart nodes; 

originating a wireless communication directed to one of the nodes from a location 
proximate to another of the spaced apart nodes; 

receiving the communication at the one node; and 
transmitting the received communcation to the another node. 

11. A method as in claim 10 which includes: 

determining that the received communication is not directed to the receiving node. 

12. A method as in claim 1 1 where the transmitting step is responsive to the 
determining step. 

13 A method as in claim 10 which includes communicating with at least one 
common node. 

14. A method as in claim 13 where the wireless communication is directed to the one 
common node. 

15. A method as in claim 14 which includes forwarding the communication from the 
receiving node to the common node. 

16. A method as in claim 13 where the wireless communication is directed to a node 
different than the receiving node. 

17. A method as in claim 16 where the wireless communication is directed to the 
receiving node. 
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18. A method as in claim 16 where the wireless communication is directed to a 
plurality of different nodes. 

19. A method as in claim 12 which includes sensing at least one type of ambient 
condition at a plurality of nodes. 

20. A system comprising: 

a plurality of spaced apart nodes, the nodes communicate via a medium; 

at least one of the nodes includes a receiver of wireless communications from a displaced 
source and circuitry for determining that the at least one node is not a final recipient of the 
received communication. 

21 . A system as in claim 20 where the nodes each include circuitry for 
communicating with one another via the medium. 

22. A system as in claim 21 where at least some of the nodes include at least one 
ambient condition sensor. 

23. A system as in claim 22 where at least some of the sensors selected from a class 
which includes smoke sensors, gas sensors, flame sensors, thermal sensors, location sensors, and 
movement sensors. 

24. A system as in claim 22 which includes a common control element. 

25. A system as in claim 24 where at least some of the nodes include circuitry for 
distinguishing received communications for nodes from those for the common control element. 
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